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Blogs get people excited. Or else they disturb and worry them. Some people distrust
them. Others see them as the vanguard of a new information revolution. Because
they allow and encourage ordinary people to speak up, they're tremendous tools of
freedom of expression. Bloggers are often the only real journalists in countries where
the mainstream media is censored or under pressure. Only they provide independent
news, at the risk of displeasing the government and sometimes courting arrest
(Reporters Without Borders::2005)
Blogs get people excited. Or else they disturb and worry them. Some people distrust
them. Others see them as the vanguard of a new information revolution. Because
they allow and encourage ordinary people to speak up, they're tremendous tools of
freedom of expression. Bloggers are often the only real journalists in countries where
the mainstream media is censored or under pressure. Only they provide independent
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news, at the risk of displeasing the government and sometimes courting arrest
(Reporters Without Borders::2005).
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the weblog seems popular because the viewer knows that something changes every
day, there is a personal (rather than bland commercial) point-of-view, and, on some
sites, there is an opportunity to collaborate or respond with the Web site and its
participants (Whatis.com 2003)
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Barry Wellman wellman@chass.utoronto.ca 2.5.2005
Re the "imagined audience" of bloggers, "reader response" research in literature, etc.
has dealt with this since pre-internet times. However, given that most blogs make
audience feedback easy, there may well be some differences with blogs. My hunch is
that blog-audience response is the usual reverse J-curve: a few people respond a lot.
Hence bloggers may be mistaken as to who their audiences are if they only pay
attention to their relatively few feedbackers. Never did any research on this.
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"...I believe this blog has done serious damage to the national opinion of LANL by

giving a small group of whiners, crybabies, and losers the "voice of LANL". You all

should be ashamed of yourselves...# posted by Anonymous : 1.5.2005
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